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Dr. Steven L. Layne serves as Professor of Literacy Education at Judson University in 
Elgin, IL, where he teaches courses in children’s literature and directs the university’s 
Master of Education in Literacy program. He is a fifteen-year veteran of public education 
-- serving as a classroom teacher and reading specialist in a wide span of grade levels.

Steve is a respected literacy consultant, motivational keynote speaker, and featured 
author -- working with large numbers of educators and children during school visits and 
at conferences held throughout the world each year. His work has been recognized with 
awards for outstanding contributions to the fields of educational research, teaching, and 
writing from organizations such as USA Today newspaper, The Milken Family Foundation, 
The Illinois Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development, The National 
Council of Teachers of English, the Illinois Reading Council, and the International Reading 
Association.

IN DEFENCE OF READ-ALOUD: Sustaining Best Practice
9781760018115

In Defence of Read-Aloud reinforces readers’ confidence to continue the practice of reading aloud and presents 
the research base to defend the practice. Steven Layne also offers practical insights to strengthen practice and 
provides practical advice about how to use read-alouds effectively. Leading researchers in literacy provide position 
statements; authors of professional books share insights on books they love; leaders of large literacy organisations 
write about their favourite read-alouds; award-winning authors share the powerful behind-the-scenes stories of their 
greatest books; and real classroom teachers and librarians speak about books that have lit up their classrooms and 
libraries around the world.  

SHP8115 • $32.95

LIFE’S LITERACY LESSONS: Stories and Poems for Teachers
 9781760017439

This poignant collection of stories and poems honours literacy educators for the often difficult and always essential 
work they do with students of all ages. Life’s Literacy Lessons, a modern classic, now includes stories as well as new 
poems. From reading aloud to grammar, from handwriting to standards, Steven Layne highlights the tears and 
laughter, the challenges and rewards that inspire today’s teachers. And Steven reveals his motivation: the events, 
words and thoughts that led him to capture his musings in verse and prose. Whether you read them to inspire or 
entertain, these delightful stories and poems are sure to capture your imagination.  

SHP7439 • $25.95

IGNITING A PASSION FOR READING: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers
9781760018108

In his new book, Igniting a Passion for Reading, Steven Layne shows teachers how to develop readers who not only 
are motivated to read great books but who also love reading in its own right. Packed with practical ways to engage 
and inspire readers from Foundation Year to high school, this book is a must-have on every teacher’s professional 
bookshelf. In this book, overflowing with practical strategies and ‘From the Trenches’ anecdotes, Steven Layne offers 
teachers everywhere a plan for engaging even the most reluctant reader. From detailed preview lessons and book 
shopping to reading lounges and ‘status of the class’ sessions, this book will help schools create a vibrant reading 
culture.  

SHP8108 • $32.95
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